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Media Release – 10 May 2018 

 “On Bulk Carrier Casualties & Incidents”    
 

INTERCARGO’s latest Bulk Carrier Casualty Report, which provides an analysis of bulk carrier total losses between 

2008 to 2017 (see https://www.intercargo.org/bulk-carrier-casualty-report-2017/), has been submitted to the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) for the consideration of the Member States, Non-Governmental 

Organisations and other interested parties. 

Between 2008 and 2017 there have been fifty three total losses of bulk carriers of 10,000 tonne deadweight and 

above with the reported loss of 202 seafarers. 

Analysis of INTERCARGO’s casualty records from 1994 to the present day indicates a gradual improvement over the 

years in terms of numbers of lives and ships lost.  The below two graphs display the average number of lives and 

ships lost over rolling ten-year periods and clear downward trends are observed.  

      

 

The bulk carrier industry recognises the many contributing factors to this safety improvement, which include the 

introduction of adequate safety requirements by the IMO flag States, the role of IACS, PSC regimes and the best 

practices and large investments by the bulk carrier industry.  

There is no room for complacency and further work needs to be done in order to continue the trends with the 

ultimate goal of no lives or ships lost. 

In March 2017, the sinking of M/V Stellar Daisy, carrying iron ore, resulted in the tragic loss of 22 seafarers. While 

the Search And Rescue (SAR) efforts in response to this sinking are to be praised, in its aftermath the shipping 

community should be concerned about the non-availability of sufficient SAR capabilities in the vicinity of busy 

shipping lanes around the world and revisit this issue. 

In October 2017 the sinking of M/V Emerald Star, loaded with nickel ore, claimed the lives of 10 seafarers.  

The industry expects that the full investigation reports will provide answers and highlight the lessons to be learnt 

from these losses. 

The Bulk Carrier Casualty Report 2017 again highlights that cargo failure, including moisture related cargo failure 

mechanisms, is one of the greatest concerns for the safe carriage of dry bulk over the past 10 years and is likely the 

cause of the loss of 101 seafarers’ lives and 9 vessel losses. 
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The incident onboard the 57,000 dwt MV Cheshire in August 2017 involving high temperatures in the cargo holds 

and the release of gases from the cargo again raised serious concerns with the carriage of ammonium nitrate based 

fertiliser. The shipping industry welcomed the issuance of the IMO circular CCC.1/Circ.4 on “Carriage of Ammonium 

Nitrate Based Fertilizer (non-hazardous)” on 22 Sept 2017; however bulk carrier owners and masters are expecting 

prompt and clear mandatory safety requirements to avoid recurrence of the M/V Cheshire and M/V Purple Beach 

incidents. 

An analysis of bulk carrier incidents in 2016 and 2017 

as shown in the next table gives the most common 

ones in both years: 1) machinery and technical, 2) 

Main Engine, 3) Grounding, 4) Collision, 5) Allision.  

The preliminary findings as per this table direct the 

attention of all stakeholders to ship safety issues 

related to the human element and leading to 

grounding and collision, as well as to equipment 

failures. INTERCARGO and its members appreciate the 

support and contribution from all stakeholders and will 

strengthen their communication with them on crew 

training, equipment design and manufacturing, and 

shipbuilding and explore joint projects to introduce 

and implement appropriate measures. Following the 

example of IACS and its Common Structure Rules, the 

bulk carrier industry would wholeheartedly welcome 

initiatives and safety measures from other industries. 

 

 

 

 

About INTERCARGO: The International Association of Dry Cargo Shipowners (INTERCARGO) is a voluntary non-profit association 

representing the interests of dry cargo vessel owners. Its first General Meeting took place in 1980 in London and it has had NGO 

consultative status at the International Maritime Organization (IMO) since 1993. INTERCARGO provides the forum where quality 

dry bulk shipowners, managers and operators are informed about, discuss and share concerns on key topics and regulatory 

challenges, especially in relation to safety, the environment and operational excellence. INTERCARGO promotes best practices in 

shipping and represents dry cargo shipping interests at IMO, other industry fora and the broader business context, basing its 

strategies on the principle of free and fair competition. 

Contact details: 
Post: 9th Floor, St Clare House, 30-33 Minories, London, EC3N 1DD, UK 
Phone: +44 (0) 20 7977 7030  
Email: info@intercargo.org 

Nature of incidents of bulk carriers 2017 2016 

Machinery and technical 75 63 

Main Engine 73 64 

Grounding 56 57 

Collision 55 50 

Allision 20 20 

Dragging anchor 12 3 

Fire 9 6 

Structural 7 5 

Cargo fire 5 5 

Collision with fishing vsl 5 4 

Crew fatality/injury 5 2 

Anchor lost 4 5 

Crew wage 3 4 

Pilot ladder 2 

 Cargo 2 

 Damage caused by fishing ropes 1 

 Damaged an underwater power cable 1 

 Pollution 1 5 

Mooring 1 1 

Lifeboat 

 

1 

TOTAL 337 295 
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