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Dear friend,

Day of the Seafarer – will you help?
I am writing to you in my capacity as Chairman of The Mission to Seafarers to ask for your help. As I am
sure you have read in the media, charities are facing a bleak time as the usual fundraising channels are
dramatically affected. It is anticipated that fundraised income could reduce by up to 48%, at the same
time as demand for their services is expected to rise by 43%.
On this Day of the Seafarer we are reaching out to you as someone working within the shipping industry
to ask if you would consider setting up a personal direct debit to help us continue to do our valuable
work? It is a simple process and should not take up much of your time, but it will help us enormously.
The industry is highly dependent upon the well-being of seafarers. Today, there are huge pressures on
seafarers, and I have been pleased to see the industry has been taking the mental health of seafarers
very seriously indeed.
Our frontline teams, port chaplains, ship visitors and centre staff are vital components in maintaining
seafarers’ mental well-being. A conversation face-to-face, by phone or through social media can
transform lives – and even be the difference between life and death.
Last year, with the support of the UKP&I Club we launched our WeCare programmes aimed at improving
social communications between seafarers and their families. A second programme, WeCare Financial
Well-being has also been developed. We are currently working on a new programme to provide muchneeded training in suicide prevention.
Our Family Support Service in the Philippines has been incredibly successful and is under huge pressure
during the COVID-19 crisis, as seafarers and families seek practical and emotional assistance.
As we are now under considerable constraints in the delivery of our port-based work, we have launched
a major Digital Chaplaincy service (“Chat to a Chaplain”) responding to seafarers 24/7 worldwide, with
the involvement of our nine regions.
The Mission to Seafarers as an international maritime charity has been providing frontline services to
seafarers since 1856. Now as a leading provider for seafarers’ welfare, the charity operates in 200 ports
and 50 countries, with 121 Flying Angel Centres.
In 2019, we recorded the following statistics in reaching seafarers.
•
75,220 ship visits, meeting 376,000 seafarers
•
435,000 centre visits
•
400,000 seafarers transported
•
2,616 justice & welfare cases

Many millions of us are now working from home and although the future is uncertain, what we save on
the daily cup of coffee or the sandwich lunch or even the sums spent in commuting or restaurant dining
could make such a difference to the Mission. I am sure we can all afford just a small sum for those upon
whom we all depend, not just for bringing the essential items to our supermarkets, but for being the very
fabric on which the industry depends.
Often we hear that, if there were no seafarers, half the world would starve, and half would freeze. I am
sure that there is no better time for us all to show our solidarity with seafarers and to make that contribution
to The Mission to Seafarers, so that we can be confident that the charity will be there for seafarers now
and in the future, as and when this help is needed most.
So, on this Day of the Seafarer, can we call upon you to give that regular gift which will help us through
these difficult times? I hope you can join me in doing so.
With kind regards,

Tom Boardley
Chairman
The Mission to Seafarers

P.S. I have taken the liberty of including an
attachment with details for making a donation
and/or setting up a personal direct debit.
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Name...................................................................................
Address...............................................................................
............................................................................................
............................................................................................
Postcode.............................................................................

Instruction to your bank or building society

Please pay The Mission to Seafarers Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this
Instruction may remain with The Mission to Seafarers and, if so, details will be passed
electronically to my bank/building society.

Thank You. Please complete this form and send back to info@missiontoseafarers.org or to The Mission to Seafarers, St Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, London EC4R 2RL. The
Mission to Seafarers is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England and Wales no: 6220240. Registered charity no: 1123613. Registered Address: St Michael Paternoster Royal,
College Hill, London, EC4R 2RL

Data Protection and Privacy: We will keep your personal information secure in accordance with UK law and fundraising regulation. We will never share your
information with other charities for fundraising or marketing purposes. If you have any queries about how we store or use your data, please contact us.

Thank you

